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We are veterans.  Veterans are a microcosm of this great nation.  We are 
black, brown, red, yellow, white, and mixtures of all those. We are male and 
female.  We have all taken an oath to protect and defend the Constitution of 
the United States of America and that oath has no expiration date.  Our 
concern is this great nation and each other.  We learned to work and live 
together and care for each other as members of our armed forces and that 
still carries on today.  

 “Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any 
nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.”  Lincoln’s words 
spoken at Gettysburg seem to resonate today.  It feels like “a great civil war” 
what with our cities being looted, burned, people injured and killed, political 
parties at each other’s throats, free speech, religion, the  2nd Amendment, our 
flag disrespected, and our culture all under attack.  Our foreign enemies just 
watching and waiting.                          

One of the necessary ingredients of our Constitutional Republic is truth and 
that also seems a casualty. 

I have great faith that we will come through this and emerge stronger but we 
veterans need to step forward and exert leadership more now than ever 
before.  We need to unite this great country again by showing how we 
veterans are united and can work together for the good of America.  Getting 
out of our Posts, homes, farms, etc. and running for public office, 
volunteering for boards and commissions, getting involved in the education 
system, in our churches and all aspects of our public policy.  We know how to 
lead and work together with people of disparate backgrounds.  We did while 
in the service of our country and we have not forgotten those hard-earned 
lessons.                                                                                                 >p6 president 

mailto:dickyoung123@gmail.com
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1st Vice President 

Dick Young 

Geri Adams, Chair 

Communications Committee 

MORE MEMBERS ADDING EVENTS TO UVC WEBSITE 
CALENDAR 

In meeting one of the goals set forth in OPERATION 
CLEARINGHOUSE, we are pleased that more members, 
including Affiliate and Associate members of the UVC, 
are uploading information about upcoming events and 
activities to the UVC Calendar on the website.  The 
interactive UVC Calendar is the place where you can 
view upcoming UVC events and UVC member events 
addressing the needs of, and opportunities for, our 
Colorado Veterans.   

It is relatively simple to add your events and activities 
including flyers and registration information to the UVC 
Calendar and we encourage you to do so.  Let me know 
if you have events that you would like to upload to the 
UVC Calendar by emailing me at 
Jorgensen.geri@gmail.com and I’ll happily email you the 
Calendar Instructions. 

Adding your events to the UVC Website Calendar will 
greatly broaden your reach and help you get the word 
out to many more people than the former distribution 
lists. So please, let us help you spread the word by 
adding your events to the calendar! 

COLORADO’S VETERANS HAVE REMARKABLE STORIES 
TO SHARE: HELP US GET THEM TOLD 

We have had the opportunity through the UVC to honor 

our Veterans and share some of their amazing stories 

both in print and through the media.  The remarkable 

histories of WWII Navy Flight Nurse LT Jacquie Melvin 

and Brigadier General Charles McGee of the Tuskegee 

Airmen were showcased on Channel 9’s Colorado and 

Company.  We know there are many more stories to be 

told and we would be honored to help you share them.  

Please contact Geri Adams at 

Jorgensen.geri@gmail.com if you have a story you 

would like to share with the UVC membership. 

It’s been a different, and difficult year for all of us. 
Having to remain inside, not meet with friends and 
neighbors; worry about the pandemic that has circled 
the globe and has caused thousands and thousands of 
deaths, some maybe quite close to your neighborhood, 
to even your friends, and, for a few, a loved family 
member. 

It has been hard on your UVC as well.  Moving our once a 
year 2020 fundraising event again and again, ending up 
with a ZOOM Banquet, watched by 250.  It obviously was 
not the same. 

We’re now starting to see the sun appear over the 
horizon, and once again we are planning for our Annual 
Awards Banquet for Sunday, June 27, 2021.  And we 
need you, all of you, to sign up, attend, greet your old 
friends, and meet new friends. And by attending, placing 
your own ad in our excellent printed program, and 
maybe even bringing several guests with you, we just 
may raise the money we need to keep our UVC going in 
the direction our By-Laws say we should be going. 

So, sign up now. Ask your friends to attend with you. 

Help make it a great evening.  

UVC 49th Awards Banquet 

Come one, come all!  The UVC Banquet 
is not to be missed!!  The Banquet is 
scheduled for 27 June 2021.  Reception 
and auction begin at 3:30!  Keynote at 
6:00.  Brigadier General Clellan, our 

original keynote speaker, has been called out of the 
country and has had to cancel her participation in 
the Banquet.  As soon as a new keynote speaker is 
confirmed, we will email everyone. 
  

Tickets and sponsorship information are at 

www.uvcoc.org.  Greet old friends and make new 

ones.  All Denver safety protocols will be in place so 

you can enjoy the festive evening!  Order your tick-

ets today! 

mailto:Jorgensen.geri@gmail.com
mailto:Jorgensen.geri@gmail.com
http://www.uvcoc.org


Shelly Kalkowski, Robby 
Robinson, Co-Chairs, State 
Legislative Committee, Dan 
Jablan, Legislative Liaison 

 

Dennis Churgovich, Chair        

Federal Legislative Committee   
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Colorado’s General Assembly 2021 Session is now 
past its midpoint, with legislators remaining 
hopeful they can complete business and close the 
session before Memorial Day weekend.   Of the 
543 bills introduced to date, there are 14 
referencing “military” or “veterans.”  The United 
Veterans Coalition of Colorado has taken a 
“support” position on most of these bills.  Three 
bills are directly related to the State Legislative 
2021 Specific Goals shared with state legislators 
before the session began.  Two of these bills, HB21
-1016 Transfer Jurisdiction to Veteran’s Specialty 
Courts and HB21-1065 Veterans’ Hiring 
Preference, continue to work their way through 
the system.  The third bill – HB21-1113, Income 
Tax Deduction for Mil Retirement Benefits, died in 
the committee of reference on a 6-5 vote. 

Here are the remaining bills.  Unless otherwise 
noted, bills are continuing to process through the 
system: 

Modify Property tax Exemption for Veterans with 
Disabilities (HB21-1079) – Postponed indefinitely.  

Purple Heart Recipient Free State Park Access 
(HB21-1116) 

Income Tax Exemption for Military Retirement 
Benefits (HB21-1113)   Postponed indefinitely   

Military Family Enrollment in Public Schools (HB21
-1217) 

United States Space Force (HB21-1231) 

Recognition of Veterans in Capitol Complex Parks 
(HB21-1257) 

Veterans Service Organization Stipend for Funeral 
Services (SB21-015)                   >p6 state legislative 

As indicated in the last Federal Legislation Watch 
Update the UVC Federal Legislative Committee is 
tracking 186 bills at the Federal level of which 128 
are in the House of Representatives and 58 are in 
the Senate.  These bills fall under a number of 
categories and topics such as COVID, toxic 
exposure, education/employment, suicide, 
retirement issues, and family health issues.  Then 
there are a number of “feel good” bills.  These bills 
either request renaming a post office, awarding 
Congressional Gold Medal to a specific unit or 
individual, or upgrading a Navy Cross, Distinguished 
Service Cross, or Air Force Cross to a Medal of 
Honor. There is one “feel good” bill that will make 
you proud that you are an American, S1134.  This 
bill will award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
Master Sergeant Rodrick “Roddie" Edmonds in 
recognition of his heroic actions during World War 
II.  When I read this I wonder who is this MSG 
Rodrick Edmonds and just what he did he 
accomplish during World War II?  After some 
research I found that the best answer was found 
from a press release by Senator Marsh Blackburn of 
Tennessee.  What follows is a copy of that press 
release.  

Master Sergeant Rodrick Edmonds was a veteran of 
both World War II and the Korean War, an East 
Tennessee native, and an American hero 
posthumously deserving of the Congressional Gold 
Medal. 

On one such occasion, the Germans directed 

Edmonds to order all Jewish-American soldiers of 

the camp to assemble outside of their barracks.  

Edmonds coordinated a mass formation, whereby 

all 1,275 of his men, representing multiple religions, 

stood outside their prison barracks in unity. >p6 fed  
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VA Benefits Counseling Available on the 
Western Slope 

Western Region One Source 

482 28 Road 

Grand Junction, CO 81501 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 970-257-3760 or 1-844-458-9767 

Website: https://vets.colorado.gov 

Grand Junction, Colo. - The Department of 
Veterans Affairs Denver Regional Office is 
announcing the staffing of a benefit 
representative at the Western Region One 
Source (WROS).  

A Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) Legal 
Admin Specialist (LAS) will be available by 
appointment on Mondays, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Appointments may be requested at the 
reception area at the WROS or by calling the 
WROS phone line.  Appointments are in person 
and COVID-19 guidelines are being followed to 
include wearing masks, sanitizing surfaces and 
plexi-glass shields. The VBA benefits counselor 
can provide information on VA benefits such as 
compensation for service-connected disabilities, 
pension, aid and attendance, and Veteran 
Readiness and Employment. 

Staff at the Homelake Veterans Home show 
residents their smiling faces even while wearing 

masks  
 

For over a year, the staff and caregivers at Veterans 
Community Living Center at Homelake have been 
wearing masks.  While the masks have served an 
important role in preventing the spread of COVID, 
they have also prevented veterans from seeing the 
beautiful smiles of their caregivers.  
 
Pam Self, Homelake's Marketing Director, ordered an 
inexpensive button machine and assisted in taking 
smiling pictures of staff.  After receiving the pictures, 
she turned the photos into large buttons displaying a 
smiling face.  Staff have been wearing the buttons on 
their shirts for many months, along with their name 
tags, for residents and co-workers to see. 
 
Mindy Montague, Administrator of Veterans 
Community Living Center at Homelake said, "The 
buttons have prompted conversation and 
engagement amongst our staff and residents. 
Residents miss seeing the staff's smiling faces but 
recognize their smiles through their eyes, 
conversation, and laughter.  They feel comfort in 
knowing everyone is safe wearing masks but still see 
everyone's smiling faces with the buttons." 
 
"Ensuring and maintaining safety but still seeing each 
other's faces, despite the mask, reminds us of our 
commitment to our residents.  These buttons take 
away some of the medical/sterileness of the mask 
and they bring smiles and joy which cannot be 
viewed while wearing a mask", Montague stated.  

 
Mindy Montague, Administrator at Veterans 
Community Living Center at Homelake, wears a 
button displaying her smiling face for staff and 
residents who are reminded of the smile 

behind the mask.  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vets.colorado.gov&d=DwMFAg&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=OT7E4eqMmP6PrDH_yYuX6FwbMa9c_-YGGyyQBGf76cI&m=Mm0l1lCDhF5k0zg2ZoPmy8UuTE1tkkyguLvKdcSM_eU&s=6arDk7qHAaHbqkxZCacLOcw_5m1fvHpw0AbMuRm


 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The next UVC Member Meeting will be  

May 11th on Zoom  
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REMINDER: To link your organization to the UVC Face-

book page, go to uvc.com on Facebook and LIKE our 

page, then we will do the same for your organization. 

That way we can share information for/about Veterans 

in your community, state, and around the nation. 

Since VA Eastern Colorado Health Care System (ECHCS) 

administered its first COVID-19 vaccine on December 
16, 2020, over 50,000 shots have been delivered into 
the arms of Veterans under their care.  In addition to 
the efforts taken to acquire, schedule, and administer 
those vaccines, came the responsibility of ensuring 
Veterans would accept it confidently when it became 
available to them. 

Community partners have kept their Veterans 
informed on vaccine topics by sharing information 
received during the Virtual Town Halls and weekly 

briefings held by ECHCS.  Weekly 
emails, as well as frequent 
updates, materials, and resources 
have been shared widely, 
maintaining a steady flow of the 
most up-to-date information.  This 

is in addition to the mass communication regularly 
delivered to more than 27,000 Veterans addressing 
vaccine FAQs and providing various internal and 
external resources of information. 

Mirroring the 42% of the public who feel similarly, 
some Veterans are still reluctant to receive the 
vaccine.  Tackling this hesitancy head on, ECHCS 
worked closely with CDC, providing employees with 
the tools to educate and encourage Veterans.  A 5-
step model was implemented focusing on educating 
and building trust though transparency, consistency, 
timeliness, honesty, and accessibility.  Discussing 
common side effects proactively, and encouraging the 
use of credible resources, allows Veterans to graduate 
from vaccine hesitancy to vaccine confidence.  

Although ECHCS has reinstated the use of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine at the guidance of both FDA and 
CDC, immediate action was taken in response to the 
rare side effects reported in women 55 and younger.  
At that time, 287 women had received the vaccine 
from ECHCS.  Immediate outreach was provided to 
those individuals, and those still within the 6 to 13-day 
window where risk was highest were monitored 

closely.   

As the initial surge of vaccinations takes a steadier pace, 
Primary Care Providers are working closely with 
Pharmacy to identify the Veterans under their care who 
remain unvaccinated.  Direct outreach by a member of 
the Veteran’s care team allows for a one-on-one 
conversation with someone already familiar with their 
care.  It also identifies any logistic barriers that may be 
preventing vaccination so the necessary resources and 
referrals can be provided.  Additionally, Veterans who 

received their vaccine in the community can 
report it to their care team. 

VA ECHCS strives to vaccinate every single 
Veteran who wishes to receive a vaccine.  More 
information on the safety an effectiveness of 
COVID-19 vaccines can be found on the COVID-

19 Vaccine at VA Website.  Walk-in vaccine clinics located 
at 14280 E. Jewell Ave. Aurora, CO 80012 and 2260 E. 
Pikes Peak Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80909 operate 

https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/
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>president 

Getting and having a mission will also help 
stem veteran suicides.  When we left the 
military, we left behind, Team, Structure and 
Accountability.  We can get those back by 
having a mission and working to lead our 
country away from the “great civil war”. 

Your UVC is deliberately non-partisan because 

we, as veterans, are here to help build this 

country and that takes all of us, not just 

Democrats or Republicans, to make it happen.  

I am issuing a clarion call to step up and take 

charge.  

>state legislative 

Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day (SB21-024) – 
Governor signed. 

Restoration of Honor Act (SB21-026) – Governor signed. 

Mobile Veterans support Unit Grant Program (SB21-032) 

Veteran Suicide Prevention Pilot Program (SB21-129) 

Extending Expiring Military Family Relief Fund tax check 
off (S21-145) – Governor signed.  

To read the bills, amendments and fiscal notes see Bill 

Search | Colorado General Assembly.    

 

> fed 

Irritated by this defiance, the German Camp 

Commandant held MSG Edmonds at gunpoint in a 

coercive attempt to force him to either surrender his 

Jewish comrades’ identities or his own life.  Per multiple 

eyewitness accounts, Edmonds made it clear that to 

shoot him or any of the other 1,275 “Jewish” POWs 

would constitute a war crime under the existing Geneva 

Convention, as prisoners were only required to give 

their name, rank, and serial number – not their religion.  

During the 100 days MSG Edmonds spent in captivity, he 

never divulged his Jewish soldiers’ identities.  Edmond’s 

resiliency, courage, and leadership saved over 200 

Jewish lives.  On February 10, 2015, Yad Vashem 

recognized MSG Roddie Edmonds as “Righteous among 

the Nations”, a revered list and Israel’s highest honor for 

non-Jews who saved Jews during the Holocaust.  He was 

the first American service member to receive such an 

award and one of only five Americans.  The Master 

Sergeant “Roddie" Edmonds Congressional Gold Medal 

Act would posthumously award a Congressional Gold 

Medal to MSG Edmonds to recognize his heroic actions 

during World War II.   

Military Calendar Holidays 

Military Calendar – Holidays, Events, Observances 
(militarybenefits.info) 

May 

All Month Month of the Military Caregiver  

All Month National Military Appreciation   
  Month 

May 2-8 Public Service Recognition Week 
  (PSRW)  

May 2-8 National Correctional Officers Week 

May 1  Silver Star Service Banner Day  

May 1  Loyalty Day  

May 6  National Day of Prayer  

May 6-12 National Nurses Week  

May 8  VE Day  

May 7  Military Spouse Appreciation Day 

May 9  Mother’s Day  

May 8-16 Armed Forces Week (not official) 

May 13  Children of Fallen Patriots Day  

May 15  Peace Officers Memorial Day  

May 15  Armed Forces Day  

May 22  Maritime Day  

May 31  Memorial Day  

https://leg.colorado.gov/bill-search?field_sessions=66816&sort_bef_combine=field_bill_number%20ASC&field_chamber=All&field_bill_type=All
https://leg.colorado.gov/bill-search?field_sessions=66816&sort_bef_combine=field_bill_number%20ASC&field_chamber=All&field_bill_type=All
https://militarybenefits.info/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/
https://militarybenefits.info/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/


AWARDS
BANQUET

H O N O R I N G

JUNE 27,  2021

PLEASE JOIN US!
JUNE 27, 2021
Renaissance Hotel - 3801 Quebec Street, Denver, CO

RECEPTION & SILENT AUCTION
3:30 pm

DINNER & PROGRAM
5:00 pm

NEW THIS YEAR!
• VIP Reception for Sponsors with 
 the Keynote Speaker,
 Sunday, June 27, 4:00 to 5:00pm
• Sponsor Logos on UVC Website

Make it easy! Register online today at www.uvcoc.org 
For more information, please contact Karen Hone at 303-332-3007 or karen.hone@comcast.net

❑ SPONSOR LISTING (SINGLE/INDIVIDUAL ONLY) $25

❑ BUSINESS CARD (3.5"wide x 2"high)  $60

❑ 1/4 PAGE BLACK & WHITE (3.5"wide x 5"high)  $250

❑ 1/2 PAGE BLACK & WHITE (7.5"wide x 5"high)  $400

❑ FULL-PAGE BLACK & WHITE (7.5"wide x 10"high)  $700

❑ PLEASE USE ARTWORK/AD FROM THE 2020 PROGRAM

EVENT PROGRAM ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY

ALL ARTWORK MUST BE RECEIVED  
NO LATER THAN 5/21/2021
• High resolution PDF ONLY 
	 -	No	JPG	files	accepted
•	 Send	files	to	karen.hone@comcast.net
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UVC
B E N E F I T I N G

2021 Program Cover

Brigadier General Laura Clellan has been appointed Executive Director of the Colorado Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs, and the 44th Adjutant General of Colorado.  Clellan is the first woman to 
lead the Colorado National Guard.
Clellan, who retired as the CONG Assistant Adjutant  General, Army, in November  2019, after nearly  
30 years of Military service, will succeed U. S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Mike Loh, who is awaiting U. S. Senate  
confirmation as the Director of the Air National Guard.
“I am honored to serve as TAG during this unprecedented time when our state and nation needs us most,” 
Clellan said. “I will continue to build on Major General Loh’s accomplishments, with an emphasis on 
ensuring our Colorado National Guard is an inclusive organization that is ‘Always ready and Always There’ 
for our communities and partners in Colorado and around the globe.
Clellan commissioned in 1989 through the Reserve Officers Training Corps program at Rio Grande  
College in Ohio.  After commissioning, she served in various assignments in the U. S. Army before  
transferring to the Colorado Army National Guard in 1998.  During her service in the COARNG, General 
Clellan was Land Component Commander for three years and AAG-Army for two years.  She also  
commanded the 220th Military Police Company, the 193rd Military Police Battalion and the  
168th Regional Training Institute of Excellence.

2021 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

U.S. Army Brig. Gen.  
Laura Clellan  

Adjutant General of Colorado

DINNER REGISTRATION FORM ON BACK

▲



AWARDS
BANQUET

GUEST NAME  & EMAIL - PLEASE PRINT BEEF CHICKEN SALMON VEGGIE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

DINNER REGISTRATION
June 27, 2021
Attire: Black tie optional or business

Make it easy! Register online today at www.uvcoc.org 
For more information, please contact Karen Hone at 303-332-3007 or karen.hone@comcast.net

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:        VISA        MASTERCARD        DISCOVER        AMEX

NAME ON CARD EXPIRATION DATE

CREDIT CARD # VERIFICATION CODE

BILLING ADDRESS

CITY/STATE BILLING ZIP CODE

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE
AMOUNT TO  
BE CHARGED  $

INDIVIDUAL OR COMPANY INFORMATION:

INDIVIDUAL OR 
COMPANY NAME

CONTACT

STREET  
ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

EMAIL PHONE

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

TO PAY BY CHECK 
Please make check payable to United Veterans Coalition,  
and mail this form and check to: United Veterans Coalition 
700 Colorado Blvd. #747, Denver, CO 80206

TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD  
Complete this form and mail to: United Veterans Coalition,  
700 Colorado Blvd. #747, Denver, CO 80206  
or call 303.332.3007. You can also scan and email to:  
karen.hone@comcast.net

PAYMENT INFORMATION

$75 /person
Before 5/20/2021

$95 /person
After 5/20/2021

Ticket(s) _____

Ticket(s) _____

Total $ _________

RESERVE YOUR 
DINNER TICKETS 

TODAY!



This project is funded by the VA Office of Women’s Health. To learn more about this 
office and the study team members please visit: Rocky Mountain MIRECC,  VA Office of 
Women's Health and Seattle-Denver COIN. 

 

Help Re-Write the Story of Women Veterans and the VA 
Among women Veterans, more than half do not use VA services. Researchers with the VA Office of Women’s 

Health are interested in learning why.  

 

We are looking for women Veterans who: 

• Live in rural areas 

AND have either 

• Never enrolled in VA healthcare or 

• Never used VA healthcare or 

• Have not used VA healthcare in the past five years 
 

These Veterans will take part in one virtual 1.5-hour focus group with other women Veterans.  

 
Veterans who participate in the focus group can expect to: 
 

1. Meet with VA researchers and other rural women Veterans. 
2. Talk about their perspectives and needs related to VA healthcare. 
3. Suggest how the VA can best communicate with rural women Veterans about VA healthcare. 
4. Be compensated for their time and effort ($50). 
5. Receive resources to learn more about VA women’s healthcare services following the focus group. 

 
Why is this project being done? 
Sharing your perspectives, experiences, insights and suggestions can help the VA to ensure that their projects 

and services are responsive to women Veterans’ needs.  

 

JOIN US FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME:  

We strive to listen to ALL veterans who want to be heard. Technology like Zoom and 

our telephones can help us ensure that distance will never be a problem. 

 
 
 
Diversity is important. We believe that our community is enriched and enhanced by diversity along a number 

of dimensions, including different abilities and disabilities, race, ethnicity and national origins, gender identity 

and expression, sexuality, class and religion. We are committed to increasing the representation of these 

populations and encourage women from all backgrounds to volunteer to participate in this focus group. 

 Interested in joining or have questions? 

• Call Carly Rohs at (720) 202-3475  

• Complete a brief telephone screening with study staff 

• Email VHAECHwhttevaluation@va.gov with any questions 

https://www.mirecc.va.gov/visn19/research/rhc/team.asp
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/
https://www.seattledenvercoin.research.va.gov/
mailto:VHAECHwhttevaluation@va.gov

