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We have come through a very 
difficult year, for businesses, for our 
economy, for our health, for our 
families, for our way of life.  Yet, we 
came through it.  At least most of us 
did, thanks to the vaccine that came 
on-line in a remarkably short period 
of time.  

And so, as we focus on the year 
ahead, I am very optimistic for our 
United Veterans Coalition of 
Colorado.  We will reach our fiftieth 
year of existence this year.  We have 
much to be thankful for and, 
through the voluntary efforts of our 
past leaders, we have accomplished 
much for our veterans. 

Our strongest effort, from our very 
beginning, has been our legislative 
committees, at both the State and 
Federal levels.  It happened through 
the many of you, starting back in 
1972 with Marvin Meyers setting the 
bar quite high for all that followed 
him.  Our most effective Legislative 
Committees through their Chairs 
have remained strong and continue 
to lead the way in measurable 
accomplishments.   >p7 president 

Over 350 people enjoyed a festive 
evening at the 49th Annual United 
Veterans Coalition Awards Banquet.  
With lively music from the Jazzmin 
trio, and the Littleton Community 
Band, patriotism was front and 
center. 

The evening’s Master of 
Ceremonies, Ralph Bozella, did a 
wonderful job of introducing 
attendees who give the extra mile 
to veterans every day.  Brigadier 
General Sherman spoke about the 
military presence in Colorado. 

These awards were presented: 

Marvin Meyers Lifetime 
Achievement Award 

Bill Hanna 

Distinguished State Republican 
Representative of the Year 

Shane Sandridge 

Distinguished State Democratic 
Representative of the Year 

David Ortiz                >p 6 banquet 
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1st Vice President 

Bob McLaughlin 

Robert F. McLaughlin is the newly elected 1st 
Vice President of the UVC.  He is a COL (Ret) US 
Army.  Robert F. McLaughlin joined the Mt. 
Carmel Veterans Service Center team in 2014, 
serving as its Chief Operations Officer.  The 
mission of Mt. Carmel is to deliver hands-on, 
non-clinical case management, as well as job 
transition, employment, and direct career 
placement services for our Military, Veterans, 
and their Families.  It is the only center with 
integrated partner service delivery, making it 
easy for our clients to receive all services under 
one roof.  In addition to augmenting our Front 
Range military installations’ transition programs 
with instruction and mentorship on military to 
civilian transition, Mt. Carmel is unique in also 
providing on-site behavioral health counseling 
services through regional university partners, 
direct service for DHS Social Services, Pikes Peak 
Workforce Center Services, and VA Benefit 
Claims in support of Service Members already 
separated from military service.  Bob also serves 
on several boards including the Pikes Peak 
Workforce Development Board, the National 
Institute for Social Impact (NI4SI) Board, Vice 
President of the Colorado United Veterans 
Coalition, and Co-Chair of the VA Community 
Engagement Board for the Pikes Peak Region 
(CVEB).   

Prior to developing and leading the Mt. Carmel 

team, COL (R) McLaughlin served as the Garrison 
Commander of Fort Carson, Chief of Staff, U.S. 
FORCES-Afghanistan and Battalion Task Force 
Commander as part of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  Before retiring from a distinguished 
29-year Army career as a combat arms officer, 
he served in numerous command assignments  

>p7 1st VP 

2nd Vice President 

Margaret “Marti” Crockett 

Margaret (Marti) Crockett was born and raised in 
Colorado and graduated from Loretto Heights Col-
lege. She joined the Navy in 1969 and retired in 1999 
at the rank of Captain.  She served in Jacksonville, FL, 
Norfolk, VA and Guantanamo Bay (Gitmo) as a 
nurse.  She deployed with Fleet Hospital 6/22 Bah-
rain during Operation Desert Shield/Storm.  She 
served on active duty for five years before transfer-
ring to the Reserves, where she served for 25 years 
before retiring in 1999.  She went to work at the VA 
Medical Center from 1980 until 2006 and retired 
from Eastern Colorado Healthcare System.   

She got married in 1975 and has two children and 

four grandchildren.  She and her husband both 

suffered from Covid-19.  She recovered and her hus-

band lost his battle with the disease.  Her hobbies 

include golf and card making, decorating cakes for 

the children and now grandchildren. 

Military Calendar Holidays Events Observances 

Military Calendar – Holidays, Events, Observances 
(militarybenefits.info) 

July 

July 4  Independence Day  

July 25  National Hire A Veteran Day  

July 27  National Korean War Veterans Armi-
stice   Day  

July 28  National Buffalo Soldiers Day  

July 29  Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary  



Shelly Kalkowski, Robby 
Robinson, Co-Chairs State 
Legislative Committee, Dan 
Jablan, Legislative Liaison 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Churgovich, Chair        

Federal Legislative Committee   
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The First Regular Session of the 73rd General 
Assembly will go down in history books as Year Two 
of the COVID pandemic response with start-stop 
legislative activity, budgetary downs and ups, face 
masks, virtual testimony, limited Capitol access, 
vaccines, ubiquitous Zoom meetings and an 
election.   

Of our seven 2021 specific goals, three were 
introduced as bills HB21- 1113 Income Tax 
Deduction for Mil Retirement Benefits died in 
committee.  HB21-1016, Transfer Jurisdiction to 
Veterans’ Specialty Court – was signed by the 
governor.   
An additional 11 bills directly impacting veterans or 
Colorado military enjoyed smooth sailing through 
the system.  Bills establishing an annual Welcome 
Home Vietnam Veterans Day, providing state 
benefits to LGBTQ veterans, extending the Military 
Family Relief Fund tax check off, providing free 
state park access to Purple Heart recipients, 
allowing early public school enrollment for military 
families assigned to Colorado military posts, 
creating a Colorado Guard Space Force, creating a 
stipend for Veteran Service Organization funeral 
honor guards, establishing a Women Veterans with 
Disabilities license plate, establishing a mobile 
veterans grant and authorizing a Veteran Suicide 
Prevention Pilot Program all moved to the 
governor’s desk for signature. 

Of special interest is the action to rename Lincoln 
Park on the Capitol grounds as Veterans Park and 
authorizing placement of a statue honoring 
Colorado native and WWII Army Major General 
Maurice Rose.  Maj Gen Rose had a reputation for 
“leading from the front” and was the highest 
ranking American officer killed by enemy fire in 
Europe.                                    >p7 state legislative 

During the last week of June, HR 3385, HOPE for 
Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) Act of 2021 
passed the House of Representatives.  HOPE stands 
for Honoring Our Promises through Expedition.  
The key words here are “Honoring Our Promises”.   
 
HR3385 is legislation that was submitted by 
Congressman Jason Crow (D-CO-6) on May 20, 
2021.  To be effective, this legislation will need to 
become law before September 11, 2021, the date 
of our extraction from Afghanistan.  Therefore, at 
the next Executive Committee meeting, I will 
request that that the UVC get behind and support 
the legislation.   
 
Legislation also submitted by Congressman Crow is 
HR3985, Allies Act of 2021.  This bill will amend the 
Afghan Allies Protection Act of 2009 to expedite 
the special immigrant visa process for certain 
Afghan allies.  Since this legislation is related to HR 
3385, I will also request at the next Executive 
Committee meeting, that the UVC support this 
legislation.  We, as Americans, owe are allies this.   
 
Another bill that the UVC should get behind is 
legislation that has recently been introduced by 
Congressman Crow to honor a fellow Coloradan, 
LTC John Mosley, by naming the new Aurora VA 
clinic after LTC Mosley.                 
LTC Mosley attended Colorado State University 
where he was the CSU’s first Black football player.  
He served our country as a Tuskegee Airman and 
advised President Harry S Truman on policies that 
would integrate US Armed Forces.  LTC John 
Mosley served in WWII, the Korean War, and 
Vietnam.                          >p5 federal legislation 
 

 



 

 
 July 2021   United Veterans Coalition of Colorado         Page 4 

There will be NO UVC Member Meeting in July. 

On behalf of the United Veterans Coalition of Colorado, we would like 
to acknowledge with gratitude Dennis Orr who capably led the UVC 
team as President from 2019 – 2021.  His vision and strong, steady 
leadership helped guide the UVC to a place of prominence today. 

Here is Dennis’s recap of his term as President. 

Our big issue was the pandemic which disrupted 
our organization.  We had started to tape our 
meetings, thanks to David Francavilla’s assistance, 
and post them on our Facebook Page so those who 
could not join us in person would be able to see 
and hear what was occurring.  When the State was 
shut down and nothing was open, I moved us to 
Zoom. The pandemic was a blessing in disguise.  It 
forced your UVC to become truly a state-wide 
organization and our Zoom meetings are regularly 
attended by Veterans from around the State.  Our 
membership grew exponentially as we became a 
state-wide organization.  We will maintain our 
statewide Zoom option even when we resume in-
person meetings. 

Until last year our Annual Banquets had only male 
speakers.  I invited Dr. Janine Davidson, President 
of Metropolitan State University, to be our 
speaker.  She was the first woman Air Force pilot to 
fly the Tactical C-130 and was the 32nd 
Undersecretary of the US Navy.  She recorded her 
speech for our You Tube presentation of the 
Banquet since we could not meet in person.  This 
year I invited the first female Adjutant General 
(TAG), BG Laura Clellan of the Colorado National 
Guard who was planning on attending, but later 
had to decline as she was on a State trip to 
Slovenia.  We now have the Chief of Staff, BG Scott 
Sherman, who is our keynote speaker, and we are 
in person after a year’s absence.   

We are in the process of revamping our website 
and have added two new committees, 
Communications, both ably led by Geri Adams and 
Fund Raising, by Steve Estle.  One of my priorities is 
having information available to our fellow veterans 
and so we created the UVC Map and the UVC 
Clearinghouse.  

The UVC had been a Denver centric organization 
but the new leadership has added Bob McLaughlin, 
Col USA Ret, from Colorado Springs as the 1st VP 
and more importantly, Marti Crockett, CAPT USN 
ret, to be our first woman veteran to lead the UVC.  
Dick Young, RADM USN Ret will be the new 
President.  Dick has been outstanding in working 
with me in advancing the UVC Mission and Vision. 

Legislatively, we brought on Dan Jablan, who has 
been an exemplary Political and Legislative 
Consultant, assisting our Legislative efforts in a flat 
year from a fiscal standpoint.  One of our former 
Legislative Consultants is now a State 
Representative and is a highly effective one.  David 
Ortiz, a disabled Veteran, has been our go-to 
person in the Legislature. 

Our relations with the VA have been solid and the 

UVC is recognized as the leader of Veterans’ 

activities in the State.  As an example, we have 

been asked to be a consultant by the Federal 

Government on the disposal of the old VA Hospital 

on Clermont Street as well as being consulted on 

new VA construction projects. 

Our collective thanks Dennis on a job very well 

done.  We look forward to your continued 

involvement with the UVC with more great things 

to come. 
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Particulate Matter Exposures 
The secretary recently concluded the first iteration 
of a newly formed internal VA process to review 
scientific evidence to support rulemaking, resulting 
in the recommendation to consider creation of 
new presumptions of service connection for 
respiratory conditions based on VA’s evaluation of 
a National Academies of Science, Engineering and 
Medicine report and other evidence.  VA’s review 
supports initiation of rulemaking to address the 
role that particulate matter pollution plays in 
generating chronic respiratory conditions, which 
may include asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis, for 
Veterans who served in the Southwest Asia theater 
of operations during the Persian Gulf War and/or 
after September 19, 2001, or in Afghanistan, Syria, 
Djibouti and Uzbekistan during the Persian Gulf 
War.  “VA is establishing a holistic approach to 
determining toxic exposure presumption going 
forward.  We are moving out smartly in initiating 
action to consider these and other potential new 
presumptions, grounded in science and in keeping 
with my authority as Secretary of VA,” said 
McDonough.  VA will conduct broad outreach 
efforts to reach impacted Veterans and encourage 
them to participate in the rulemaking process. 
 
For more information, visit our website at Airborne 
Hazards and Burn Pit Exposures - Public Health 
(va.gov). 

>federal legislation 

Last week it has come to my attention that S 1520, 
Military Justice Improvement Act of 2021, has 
garnered support of the American Legion.  This 
legislation, along with HR 3224, The Vanessa 
Guillen Act of 2021, will change how sexual assault 
and harassment are addressed in the military.  The 
UVC’s Federal Legislative Committee will continue 
to monitor and track these two bills.   
 
On February 19, 1942, President Franklin Roosevelt 
signed Executive Order 9066.  This order authorized 
the Secretary of War to prescribe certain areas as 
military zones which cleared the way for the 
incarceration of Japanese Americans during WWII.   
 
Such a camp was established near Granada, 
Colorado.  Today the camp is under the care of the 
National Park Services.  HR 2497, Amache National 
Historic Site, would establish the historical site as a 
unit of the National Park System.  More on this in 
the next newsletter.   
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Dispelling the Myths 

The Truth about VA Homeownership Benefits 

Submitted by Carol Cardoza 

It is interesting to me that so many of our Veterans 
do not know – or very little- about VA Benefits when 
it comes to homeownership.  I was one of them.  My 
name is Carol Cordova.  I served in the United States 
Navy from May 1989 to April 1993.  I was an Electri-
cians Mate on the USS Samuel Gompers which was 
part of Desert Storm in 1991.  When I got out of the 
Navy, I knew I had some sort of homeownership 
benefit, but I did not get much information when I 
was discharged, no one educated me.  So, when I 
purchased my first home, I had to rely on an ad that I 
saw at the back of a newspaper.  Instead of a trusted 
advisor who wanted to educate me on my benefits, I 
was kept in the dark.  Instead of feeling empowered, 
I felt sick to my stomach.  I told myself I cannot let 
this happen to another Veteran.  So, I educated my-
self and have been helping and educating the Veter-
an community for 27 years! 

Whether I sit toe-to-toe at the kitchen table, speak 
to groups of Veterans, or talk with organizations that 
are interested in educating Vets on their benefits, I 
find there is a lot of misconceptions about the VA 
homeownership benefit-Myths if you will.  I would 
like to dispel just a few: 

A Veteran can only use his/her benefit once in a 
lifetime.  This is untrue.  Veterans may be 
able to use their benefits as many times as 
they would like throughout their lifetime. 

A Veteran can only have one VA loan at a time.  
This is untrue as well.  The Veteran may be 
able have multiple VA loans at the same time.  
It is called the bonus entitlement. 

A Veteran loses his/her benefits if he/she had a 
foreclosure in the past-Untrue.  We can use 
the bonus entitlement to help them purchase 
or refinance again.                             >p7 myths 

>banquet 

Distinguished Service Award 

Senator Bob Rankin       

Distinguished Service Award 

Senator Jessie Danielson 

Exemplary Service Award 

Rocky Mountain Regional VA Medical Center 

A good time was had by all! 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS! 

KPMG 

St. Vrain Block 

Stapp Toyota 

Veterans Community Living Centers 

Arapahoe County 

Frank McCurdy 

Metropolitan State University 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

TREA The Enlisted Association 

Vivage Senior Living 

Allied Recycled Aggregates 

Capital Lumber 

Denver Lumber 

JM Thomas Forest Products 

R/W Specialties 

J Gonzales 

Moore Lumber 

Eagle’s Wine Natural Bison 
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>President 

Recently we have taken on the other two goals our 
By-Laws set for us:  to activate and represent our 
member organizations so that we speak with one 
voice.  Our Membership Committee is now doing 
exactly that, adding many new member 
organizations, and communicating and helping 
them where we can.  

Our third stated mission:  to inform and educate 
Colorado citizens about the needs and the high 
valuable contributions that veterans and other 
service members bring to Colorado, is now 
occurring through the strong leadership efforts of 
its Communications Chair. 

So, for the first time in our 50-year history, we 
finally have all of our nine UVC committees up and 
functioning.  It is beginning to pay off.  Now with a 
very active and hard-working 1st Vice President Bob 
McLaughlin, and a very dedicated and 
knowledgeable 2nd Vice President Marti Crocket, we 
can look ahead to even more accomplishments.  

 And the best way to accomplish that is to make 

sure we listen to what veterans think and say about 

us.  Are we doing our job?  How do we improve?  

That is why, in mid-July and into August, we will be 

asking for volunteers and potential volunteers to 

come and meet to get their input and ideas.  I have 

often found better ideas come up from the mess 

deck rather than from the bridge down.  We want 

to hear from you; we want you to participate; we 

want you to be part of our team, to do the work 

that must be done.  These informal meetings will be 

announced, and all are welcome to come and 

participate. 

>1st VP 

at the Company/Battery, Battalion, and Brigade 
level while stateside, overseas, and forward 
deployed in combat.  His personal decorations 
and awards include the Defense Superior Ser-
vice Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Med-
al, Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Commen-
dation Medal, Army Commendation Medal, 
Army Achievement Medal, Combat Action 
Badge, Parachutist Badge, Air Assault Badge, 
and Ranger Tab. 

He has a Masters in Strategic Studies from the 
U.S. Army War College.  Bob is married to his 
wife, Cindy, and they have five children. 

>state legislative 

The Second Regular Session of the 73d General 
Assembly will convene on January 12, 2022.  Your 
State Legislative Committee and designated 
representatives of primary organization members 
are currently developing general and specific goals 
for the upcoming session.  

> myths 

Surviving Spouses lose the Veteran’s home-
ownership benefit- The surviving spouse 
may be entitled to the Veteran’s benefits 
after the Veteran passes.  

I own a Mortgage Broker company in Denver 
called Lending Vets.  I take pride in helping thou-
sands of Veterans in my career.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to call me at 303-332-
7350. 

Carol Cordova 
Veteran USN 
NMLS #649444 


