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Below is the story of how we want 
to thank  and show to all  what 
some of our Associate 
Member  Organizations, our State’s 
Veterans’ organizations, a few 
dedicated individuals and 
businesses  do that provide great 
help to our Veterans.  

Elks Club #1650 in Littleton, CO was 

the gracious host as many joined the 

United Veterans Coalition of 

Colorado leadership and members 

in paying special tribute to past 

leaders, and recognizing other 

organizations and individuals for 

exceptional work on behalf of the 

UVC.  

Special memorial 

tributes were given to 

Past UVC President Steve 

Rylant and Former 

Executive Director of the 

Honor Bell Foundation, 

Michelle Mallin.   

 

AWARDEES:  

Home Front Military Network – Kate 

Hatten will be presented an award in 

Colorado Springs for providing direct 

and meaningful assistance to veter-

ans in many ways well beyond El 

Paso County. 

Mile Hi Veterans 

Past UVC President Dennis Orr 

(center) presents award to Jake Fer-

nandez (l) and Joe Davalos (r) of Mile 

Hi Veterans, two very dedicated and 

energetic VSOs. (photo Terri Clinton)   

Individual Awards were presented 

to Geri Adams and Maureen Christo-

pher who have given time & talent 

to the UVC.                     >p2 president 
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United Veterans Coalition of Colorado (UVCOC) 
Celebrates 50 years 

 At the Inaugural UVC FUNDRAISING GALA – 
DISCOUNTED PRICING through 6/15/2022  

The UVCOC is celebrating the 50th anniversary of its 
founding in 1972.  In celebration of their success 
and achievements in veteran advocacy and lobbying 
efforts in Colorado, the UVCOC is holding their first 
Fundraising Gala on October 15th, 2022 at the 
Gaylord Hotel and Convention Center in Aurora.  
The UVCOC invites and encourages all who support 
our veterans and military to attend this 
extraordinary event and donate to the UVCOC’s 
mission. 

Every dollar donated will be used to grow the 
infrastructure of the UVCOC to allow better and 
more substantial support to the Veteran Support 
Community.  Every Veteran Support Organization 
(VSO) in Colorado can benefit from the efforts of the 
UVCOC.   

The UVCOC was the moving force behind the 
placement of the new Rocky Mountain Regional VA 
Medical Center in Aurora, Colorado. 

In addition, they were instrumental in the 
movement of providing in-state tuition at public 
schools of higher education for members of the 
military, veterans and their dependents. 

Another success for the UVCOC was the 
constitutional amendment for a property tax 
exemption for 100% disabled veterans and surviving 
spouses.   

A big win for Colorado military retirees that was 
initiated by the UVCOC, was the partial income state 
tax exemption on military retirement pay for 
Veterans 55 years and older. 

Join us in our celebration of the past 50 years and 
become a supporter of our next 50! 

For more info on the Gala, please use the QR code 
above or visit:  https://uvcoc.org/gala/ 

For more information on the UVCOC in general, 
please visit:  https://uvcoc.org/ 

>president 

Colorado Veterans Community Living 

Centers  

UVC President Dick Young presents 

Rose Campbell the award for State 

Government Entity.  No state agency 

has worked harder than those that have managed 

and serviced our five Veterans Community Living 

Centers while fighting the deadly virus that affected 

so many of our elderly veterans. (photo Terri Clin-

ton) 

 
Colorado Division of Veterans 
Affairs 
David Callahan (center) and his team 
have done remarkable work in re-

building and restructuring the organization into one 
that now has a new image providing real help to our 
Veterans throughout the state of Colorado.  

Supporting Corporation: WebWelder 

Michael Wheaton and his company WebWelder 

have provided continual and professional  assis-

tance to the UVC through the development of the 

new website and so much more. 



 

 

 State Legislative Committee 
Shelly Kalkowski, Co-Chair 
Robbie Robinson, Co-Chair 
Dan Jablan, Legislative Liaison 
 

The next UVC Member Meeting will be  

June 28th on Zoom 
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All UVC organizations are invited to submit 
suggested legislative goals for the 2023 General 
Assembly no later than Friday, June 10.  While all 
suggestions will be considered by the state 
legislative committee, not all suggestions will be 
included on the final goals list.  Please submit 
your suggestions in writing to 
uvc.state.legislative@uvcoc.org.  

For the first time in three years, the Colorado 
General Assembly both began and ended on 
schedule.  The UVC shared nine specific goals with 
legislators prior to the session with three of these 
goals moving successfully either to governor’s 
signature (inclusion of a new women veteran/EDI 
coordinator FTE in the Long (Budget) Bill and 
establishing a Space Force license plate) or onto 
the upcoming November ballot (Extending 
Homestead Act Property Tax Exemption to Gold 
Star Spouses).  Additional bills directly impacting 
Colorado veterans with UVC support positions 
included adding veterans/military to Colorado Fair 
Housing statutes, allowing veterans to audit space-
available, high education courses for $10 per 
course and a bill adding military occupational 
specialties to the credential portability program.  A 
bill to increase the Homestead Act Property Tax 
exemption for 100% disabled veterans and seniors 
failed in committee.  The UVC also monitored five 
additional bills that could affect some veterans.  
For more information on these actions go to Bills to 
Watch – UVC (uvcoc.org).  

The 15 military/veteran resolutions of the session 
included several that renamed portions of 
highways in honor of veterans.  These include: 

- Designating a portion of Colorado State Highway 
21 as the "SFC Will Lindsay Memorial Highway".  
SFC Lindsay was killed in action during a 2019 
Afghanistan firefight.  

- Designating a portion of Colorado State Highway 
115 as the "CW3 Scott A. M. Oswell Memorial 
Highway".  CW3 Oswell died in the line of duty 
from injuries sustained in a 2007 Iraq helicopter 
crash. 

- A portion of Colorado State highway 14 in Weld 
County for Col Stan Cass, founder of the Northern 
Colorado Honor Flight. 

- A portion of Colorado State highway 85 in Weld 
County for Pvt. Joe P. Martinez from Ault, CO, 
WWII Medal of Honor recipient. 

- Renaming a portion of Colorado State Highway 
115 as the "Veterans of Foreign Wars Warriors 
Memorial Highway". 
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Upcoming VBA and Denver VA Regional Office 
Events 

Quarterly Webex Wednesdays:  Join the Denver 
VA Regional Office as we provide quarterly topics 
of interest to Veterans and members of the Veter-
an community.  Our next Webex Wednesday is 
scheduled for July 13, 2022, from 2:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
MDT (topic to be determined).  You can join the 
meeting at the following link: Join meeting or dial 
in by phone to 1-833-558-0712, Access Code 2762 
452 7913.  

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Northern 
Colorado VA clinic was held Friday, May 27 
featuring several guest speakers that included U.S. 
Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO) and followed by tours 
of the 76,645-square-foot, $17 million facility.  The 
clinic, affiliated with the Cheyenne, WY, VA 
hospital, is expected to initially serve 19,000 
enrolled veterans from Larimer and Weld counties 
and 7 other northeast Colorado counties.  There 
are an estimated 40,000 veterans – to include 
several student veterans attending area 
universities – in Larimer and Weld counties.   
The new facility is more than twice the size of the 
previous Fort Collins and Loveland clinics 
combined.  It will offer primary care to include 
special women veteran exam rooms, mental 
health, radiology, dental, physical therapy, social 
work, laboratory, pharmacy, audiology, optometry 
and specialty services such as cardiopulmonary and 
podiatry as well as a new walk-in clinic.  In addition, 
private telehealth facilities are also available in the 
new single story building. 
Primary care teams and patients will gradually 
move into the new facility starting in early June.  
While the Loveland clinic at 5200 Haynes Peak 
Drive will remain open, the Fort Collins clinic will be 
closed.  The new clinic is located at 4575 Byrd 
Drive, Loveland, CO.   
Ceremony speakers also included:  Sunaina Kumar-
Giebel, deputy network director of VA Integrated 
Service Network 19; Cheyenne VA hospital medical 
director Dr. Paul Roberts; staff from the Cheyenne 
clinic; and developer Theo Bell.  Bell purchased the 
12-acre land for the facility from Windsor 
developer Martin Lind's Water Valley Companies 
and is leasing it to the VA.  Construction services 
were provided by DCB Construction Company.  The 
project was completed on budget and four months 
ahead of schedule, according to Dr. Roberts. 

Military Calendar Holidays Events Observances 

Military Calendar – Holidays, Events, Observances 
(militarybenefits.info) 
 

June 

All Month PTSD Awareness Month 

June 6  D-Day  

June 12 Women Veterans Day  

June 14 Army Birthday  

June 14 U.S. Flag Day  

June 13-19 National Flag Week  

June 20 Father’s Day  

June 21-26 Veterans Golden Age Games  

June 23 Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday 

June 27 PTSD Awareness Day  
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MILITARY BAND-AID SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT 

The Military Band-Aid Softball Tournament is the second 
largest military softball tournament in the world, and is 
hosted in the beautiful city of Colorado Springs, Colora-
do. Being ranked as one of the top three military towns 
as well as being centrally located within the continental 
United States, it is just a natural fit for the tournament 
to continuously be hosted within the city. 

The tournament was created specifically for medical 
personnel within the various military branches and was 
very successful and continuously grew year after year. In 
the late 1990’s and early 2000’s participation in the 
tournament had begun to decrease due to increased 
deployments of military personnel and the decrease in 
participation led to the invitation of first responders in 
2003 which incorporated security forces and firefight-
ers. In 2007 the tournament was finally opened to all 
military varsity teams, and was the turning point of the 
tournament. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

The Military Band-Aid Softball Tournament is the second 
largest tournament of its kind in the world and will take 
place June 1-5, 2022, at Sky View Park in Colorado 
Springs. The event will host up-to 70 teams comprised 
of active military members and veterans from across the 
nation including local teams from the Air Force Acade-
my, Peterson Air Force Base, and Fort Carson among 
others. The event is expected to attract thousands of 
participants and spectators alike. 

Get the word out about your products, services, or com-
pany by becoming a sponsor. Expo booths, field ban-
ners, display opportunities and social media shout outs 
are available during the five-day event.  

Special pricing exists for military, veteran-owned busi-
ness, and non-profit entities. 

Go to https://uvcoc.org/mba/ for detailed information 
on registration and sponsorship. 

Women Veterans Alliance proudly presents 
Colorado Women Veterans Magazine Coming in 
2023! 
 
Our mission is to increase the visibility, 
accessibility, benefits usage and impact of quality 
veterans’ programs state-to-state. 
 
We need women veterans to submit photos, 
articles, and pictures of their art by December 15, 
2022! 
 
We have a variety of advertising opportunities 
available. 
 
For more information about the Colorado 
magazine reach out to Rachael Koehler:  
rachael.a.koehler@gmail.com or Kristine 
Hutchinson: kristinehutchinson1@gmail.com 
for questions. For questions about art submissions 
reach out to Adrienne Sommers: 
adieliz30@yahoo.com.  We also attached our flyer 
for more information. 
 
Learn more at womenveteransmagazine.com.  
Website will be updated to reflect Colorado over 
the next few weeks. 

Women Veterans Alliance 

 By Rachael  Koehler 

 




